
ANTIQUE TEA - IO NA UNITED CHURG H 70MEN 

The home of Mrs . Ray Johnson of I ona was a busy place on August 17, 1964, the 
occasion being an Antique Tea held under the auspices of the Iona United Church ~omen. 
,fomen and children (and a few men) came in numbers which taxe d the parking facilities 
of the grounds of this and neighboring hooes and streets . Mr. Cl are Kestle proved 
very efficient at placing the cars so that space was not wasted. 

Th i s very old home wit h its beautiful antique furnishings, the spacious sur
rounding lawns, shrubbery and flowere where the guests we re able to s pend their time 
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as desired, provided a setting for a pl easant afternoon . Refreshments were served by 
the young ladies of the community on the verandahs - front and back . Some of the ladies 
were in o l d- fashioned dress . 

Roy Orchard of Shedden who came with h i s pony and buggy, entertained those 
children who came with their mothers and those from t he vi llage . 

1lr . and !h's . Lewis, Sr . , father of the incumbent minister, were welcome guests 
in their son•s absence on vacation . 

Some of the young ladies who ass isted were 
~eather Kei t h , Kathy 11ill son, Linda Healy, 
Elsie lillson, Lorie Keith , Linda and Marilyn 
Da\dy and argaret Healy. 

Front: Miss Elsie and Nancy Jillson and hostess 
Mrs. R. Johnson . Behind the buggy are Lori Keith, 

argar et Healy, Kathy 11111 son, Heather Keith, 
Uarilyn Dawdy, Roy Orchar d and "Prince." 

Mrs . L. Healy, 1968. 

r s • Percy ,, h a 11 ~ , Pre s i dent o f the 
Iona United Church Women , seated with 
Roy Orchard . Riding oe h ind are Robert 
and Tom Keith and Glenda Lc~rthur. 

l rs . A. Dingnan , Mrs. N. Shoe
maker , 1~ancy iVillso n and Mrs. 
Herbert Fletcher. 
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The first church of this faith and order in these parts was built at Brock's 
Creek in Aldborough about 1820. This was the time when many came from scotland and 
settled in that township, and being of this faith, one of their first moves after 
building their homes, was to erect the lo g church. This was replaced by a frame 
building which was later closed and the building sold. Nearby in Brock's Creek 
Cemetery, near Eagle, a lovely spot in the woods, sometimes called McColl's, nearly 
all the folks of this name and their descendants are buried here to this .day. 

A number of these settlers moved to Dunwich Township after a few years and 
they erected a log church on the spot where the present church now st ands on Number 
3 Highway, a mile east of Wallacetown. 

The first preacher was Elder Thomas Campbell, a native of Scotland . He 
came out in 1818. He received his call to preach while plowing with his oxen among 
the stumps on his farm in Aldborough. He would probably be ordained by a minister 
from Dundas, Ontario, or from the United States. He was the chief organizer of this 
and other churches, as at Duart, Ekf rid and Lobo, where the church seryices are carr
ied on to this day. Elder, or Thomas Camp bell, as he was then, t ook Thomas McColl 
with him and they blazed the tr a il through the woods to Lobo, a distance of forty 
miles. They had heard that a settlement of folks of like f a ith from Scotland had 
come there to est a blish homes, and a church was se t up there. 

Later Thomas McColl was ordained. He had settled on the .farm now occupied 
by Douglas Lyons, and the present Dunwich Church is ott this property. The land 
was g iven by Elder McColl. His descendants, the family of Malcolm c. McColl, live 
on the adjoining farm which was taken up by the family around 1820. 

Later a frame church wa s built, which was repl a ced by the present brick one. 

Succeeding Elder McColl, who, wit h or like Elder Campbell, probably 
travelled by toot to the tour charges, was Elder William Pollard. He was of English 
birth. His parents settled at or around Dundas, ontario. He received his call to 
preach after reaching his manhood, then with his family he went to Michigan, where 
they lived for tour years. At this time he received a call from the now established 
churehes in these parts. He serTed them for thirty-three years. Travel by this 
time was easier andthis was with a horse and buggy, part time with a team. He was 
their pastor at the tour charges besides Dunwich, where he lived on what is now 
Number 3 Hi ghway. His grandson W.R. Pollard, now lives on the farm. He died in 1901. 
His successor was Elder William Cornell ot Ohio, assisted by Elder Currie. 

Th ey were in time succeeded by Elder J.B. Slauson of New York State. After 
his death in the late twenties, the churches were for a time without a regular pastor 
until Elder George Ruston was called in 1929. He came from New York State, but is 
English by birth. He has serYed most faithfully, in all the four charges, holding 
the monthly s e rvices in each place, as well as London, also in Toronto occasionally . 
Now in 1960, he and his wife reside in Dutton. His family are scattered, a son John 
was killed in the Air Force in Wo~ld War 11. 

He is the moving spirit behind the present well-kept condition of the Church 
and grounds. The Cemetery ad j oining , does not belong to the church property. This 
plot is from the land taken up in 1919 by Duncan McKillop, and the cemetery bears his 
name. The farm is still occupied by one of the same name. 

This church still maintains its original order of serYice, as from the 
Scottish Church, standing in prayer and singing the Psalms and Paraphrases un
accompanied by music. The same truth and doctrine is preached as in the early days. 
Quarterly meetings have always be en held at the four charge s, Dunwich being on the 
second Sunday in May and is known by the now traditional name of "May Meeting". At 
one time these seryices be gan on Friday, but for many years it has begun on Saturday 
morning and is finished Monday noon. Two services are held on Saturday and Sunday. 
The mea ls are served in the well equippe d qasement. The folks from t he other 
charges attend these meeting s as well as from the quite distant cities. A Yisiting 
preacher also is present. 



Co mmun ion Service is hel d then an d t h e f or m o f ba pt ism i n o p en water is 
still o bserve d . The ori gi nal memb ers and t ho se of t h e seco nd and thi r d g eneratio n s 
ha v e passed on , bu t the i r de cendants s ti l l a t t end . Some f a mil i e s a re a l l go ne with 
h o one o f t h e s ame n a me le f t. 

Issa c . att s , t h e rit e r o f many hymns, se ems to have f it t i n g l y described 
this s pir i t: 

Mary J. Mcintyre, 
Sh e dden, Ontario. 
Fe))rua r y , 13 , 196 0 . 

"Chr ist h a t h a ga r den walled around , 
A par a di s e of fruitful ground . 
Cho sen by love, a n d fenced by grace, 
From out t he wo r 1 d ' s w 1 d e w i 1 de r n e s s • " 
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Organists were Lr s . ,fose s Lumley , t.1rs . John Rodg ers und 1.li ss Jeru s ha 
Hamilton . 

To mention so . e of the first Fr ee ,/ill Ba.~,; tis t families VIe nave t He 
Lumleys , ,, i lli ams , laters , .r.eillors, Gr iffin s , •. illigans , .. cintyres , Lodges , Jecows 
a nd Shipleys . wost of ths e s people were buri e d in th e Lumley g rav eyard on t he farm 
of ~r . Sam f earce (now the ~ nited Churc h Christian Centre) . Only a f e 1 of the markers 
re 'llain . 

Connec t ed wit h t ~e c hurch afftiir s . ere: ~essers Jam&s Lodge , Elijtih Gi luert , 
Jere miah Hami lt on , Samu e l ,Ji lliams , John Lumle y , Jonah Clark, 1. e n ry Luml ey and "Tre.n" 
Keillor . ( T r e nh o 1 :n ) . 

The elders we re : Ke tt le , Ste phen Griffin , Jacob Griffin , I n g r <:un , .-.oon u.na 
x.:oore . Sterhen und Jacob Gr i ff i r. 1. er e orothe rs li vi ng i n Io nu . .Both pr eached in 
this church , and it .vus said of t hem tl.u t on one occ c...ssion both nere t- res ent on the 
s a~e Sunday and between them dra~~ea the sermon out fo r two an d o ne half hou r s ! The 
closing hy r.1.1 "as "Hon Ted ious and IJ.1a stel es s the Pa st " . 

Elder .. . J . I ngr am c ..... u ght col d \'lhil e s o i ng to a mee tin.; , 11eveloped pn eumonia 
ana died i n a house f o r merly oc~upi ed oy He r man Clark , later by the Si mp son fu mily , 
and now 196 6, by ... r . Bates , and his f amil y . He 1J O.S foll o wed by r; l der s Cro s surt , 
k.oon , Trueman , Moore und Cunningh am . 

' 

Fi nd i ng t hemse lves unab le t o keep u p t heir c hurch , at un unkno ~.n dute, t he y 
jo i ned uith the Di sci ple aaptists , who occu riell the c hur ch unti l shortl y oefo r e it 
began its use as I o · a Co mmunity Hall . 

( Curator : 1 966 , ,uc h of this information is f r om the no tes of •.. iss 'lic toria 
folUnro e ) . 

Th is bui l d i ng wa s bui lt in 1862 by t h e Fr e e Will Bapt ists a nd numb ered many 
o f t h e p i on ee r f ami l i e s amo n g it s cong r eation - t h e J e r i mi ah Ha mil t ons , t he Mo ses 
Luml eys , Pearc e s, Keill o r s a n d ma ny ot he r s . 

Fol l o wing the mi g r a tio n of ma ny o f these f ami lie s t o Mi chigan and an t he 
o th e r s grew o l d er , t h e bu il di ng was t a k e n o ve r by the Disc i p l es . The time c ame when 
t h ey to o no lo nger h ad t h e memb e r shi p to co n ti nu e and t h e buil d i ng wa s used by t he 
Communi t y by th e Fa r me r 's Cl ub , Lit e r a ry Soci e t y a n d f i n a lly u nder t h e lead er shi p of 
t h e I ona #omen ' s I n sti t u te , t h e Io n a Co mmu nity Hal l . 

Pictur e - The wo r k of Lr s . Be ssie Ma lco l m, Dut ton . 
Pi c t ur e - Cou r t e s y of t he Cu r a t o r . The c ha r coal et ch i ng court esy ~rs . H. J a ckson , Fi n ga l . 



FREE1'fiLL BAPTI ST CHUR CH 

rWhen lona Was Fired Witfl 
Religious Zeal That Even 
Zero Weather Couldn't Chill 
Dr. Lumley Tells of the Days When Hallelujah Bands 

Visited the Place and Had Such Good Results That 
There Were No More Sinners Left to Work On 

nevival meetings Ol' cvanGclicalburg, ond that ended their nctiv~-, 
gatherings have long been a sou1·ce tics ns a bnnd." . . . 

. . One had to be a hardy md1V1duol 
of keen entertainment •and spll'ltu· ond brave the dangers ot pleuro· 
al uplift (sometimes ot a rathl'r pneumonia, rheumatism and ldnd· 
ephemeral character) to many pco· red ailments in order to be thor· 
Pl.e, as witness the popul~mty o! oughly converted and be washed 
Annce Semple MacPherson's An· of his sins in those days. Dr. 
,gelus Temple in Los Angeles. Lumley reea1ls seeing a ntimber of 
There is no doubt that Aimee put converts baptized in the creek :~t 
evan~elism on a new. it not a high-1 Iona during the winter period, with 
er plane, but it is doubtful if herlthe ice thick enough to hold the 
Angelus Temple revivnls had ;my· weight of the spectators. 
th ing on those ot hnlt a century or "A few ye:~rs later a census of 
more ago for religious fervor and 1 the members of the three churches 1 
rather starlling, at times. testi· at Jona would show that nearly all 
monies ot repentance and faith. were converts at that meeting," 

Dr. Charles C. Lumley, a native Dr. Lumley added. 
of old Iona, tells of some ot the rc· . . 
viva! meetings that were held there An lnnoc::nt V1ct1m 
in hjs boyhood. He recalls .one, in Dr. Lumley adds to his rcmir\is· 
particular, that started dunng the cences of Christmas concerts that 
last week of N_ovembcr when he ,hc attended as a boy. He remem· 
was a boy ot mne years. A very bcrs one in which he was the inno· 
cold November it was that Y.ea1·, cent victim of an assault brought 
but arrang<>ments !or the,. m('ctmgs on by a pr:~ctical jolter." j 
went on just the same. J: mally the "Duncan Brown was about three 
day came fot· bringing in the evan· rows behind me and to the left of 
gelists. him sat Dick Kerr," Dr. Lumley 

"T~1e preacher at the Free Will stated. "Dick wis in a prankish 
Baphst chur~h, Rev. George Moore. mood that nil!ht. He would lean 
came to our house for l>rcultfast back and stealthily throw a chunk 
that day and asked my older bro· of hard candy at Duncan Brown. 
ther to drive a team twelve m!Jes It was enough to arouse any man's 1 
to MelbO\ITnC to meet the tram," ire and after about the third clip I 
Dr. Lumley' ;related., "A group of on the head, Duncan was aroused. 
young pPople from Alvinston, call· He made a sudden raid on me-' 
~d the Hallelujah Band, was c,o~- the only child ncar him. I was the 
mg to put on the ovnngc!Jstac guilty one in his eyes and I !ear· 
meetings. Tho weather wns decid· cd for a moment that I would be 
edly cold that dny, without snow, demolished." 
and my brother rctumcd w1th "the The music at those old Christmas 
evangelists about noon-all nenrly Eve concerts have left haunting 
frozen. They soon thawed out, memories with Dr. Lumley. I 
however, and then proceeded to "No symphony orchestra or choir 
thaw out Iona. They brought a of seraphims could ever arouse ! 
new kind of evan~clism to us. lmore ecstatic emotions in the heart 

"From the pulpit platform, one and soul of a child than some of us 
of the young people would offer experienced when we listened to 
testimony of personal experience an orchestra brought by Robert 
while another would pray," Dr.lstevenson from Tyrconnell to the 
Lumley continued. "All would suppers held in the old Temperance 
sing. Perhaps there would be sev· Hall on Christmas Eve," he de· 
era! doing these three co-related clared. · · I 
parts of the service at oncl'. Sin· Among the "great" · men of his 
ners were invited to come to the boyhood whom Dr. Lumley remem· 
front and when they responded, bers, very clearly, was Dr. J ohn 
were given seats on. the platform. Cascaden. Legislative representa· 

"I was only a ch1ld, but I felt tivc for West Elgin, and a gentle· 
that I should stimulate my elders,'' man of rather peppery disposition ! 
Dr. Lumley went on. "Once after if all the stories concerning him ! 
a testimony on my part, I heard a arc true. · 
stuttering neighbor remark, sotto "As a young shaver, one winter 
voce: 'J·J·J·Jesus doesn't k·)<·know night, I remember being sent to I 
that k·l<·k·kid is llerc in thiS w·w· Duncan Sinclair's store on an cr· 

l
w·world.' " rand," Dr. Lumley related. "Inside 

Came for Miles 1 !ound Dr. Cascaden parading up 
Jt was a great revival Dr. Lum· and down in front of the. countE!r 

ley assured. People came fot• mites like a ~cott.ish. piper, beatmg hts 
to attend. They paclted the Reg· breast m h1str10me style and ad· 
ular Baptist church and the Mcth· ministering somebody one .of the 
odist church which were used in most :fervent castigations that his 
turn for the' meetings. Irish tongue and eloquence could 

"After a month no sinners were deliver. Edging back to the stove. 
le!t to work on:' Dr. Lumley ex· that was s~rrounded by !:>axes, I 
plained. "So a local band of about found Arch1e Brown !akmg the 
150 members was formed with ·rap for the whole tamtly. It .was. 
Henry McSherry as president and not until yea.rs ~ater that I gather· 
J. c. Lowther as vice-president. cd l~1c true sagmficance of that dra· 
Groups were then organized to go mat1c scene. It had been a case ot 
out and carry on similar evangel· disappointment on the good '!oct· 
leal work One group went to tor's part that he was not appom • 

idE!lemiss, another to Blooms· ed registrar for Elgin co_}lnty. 

From ) t . Thomas Times Journal 
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As early as 1818, Derman Jenk i ns and David Ma rks, Evangelists from New Yo r k 
State , made frequent visi ts t o Canada Wes t preach i ng numerous ser mon s under the influence 
of which many p r ofes s ed conversion . 

~.arks ' knowledg e of literature was , but li mit ed a nd he fully realized this 
d r awb ack in his ministerial success , which caused him to engag e as a l aborer on the 
Erie Cana l that he might obtain such means a s would enable hi m to acquire, wha t ~ould 

necessaril y oe , a li mit e d education . He wa s at this ti me about seventeen yea rs of age 
and hi s f e 1 1 ow 1 abo r e r s r e co g n i z i n g i n hi m " the boy prea c h e r" rna de up a pur s e to ass i s t 
hi m in purcha sing books . 

By ni g ht and by day , on the way from one appoint ment to another, an d in his 
roo m after r et iring fo r r est , he ga ve himself to the perusal of his En glish g r ammar 
until it s r ules were f ai rly mastered . 

Her man Jenkins in 'November , 1822 , on an evangelistic tour a rrived at the house 
of ~ndrew Banghart in Westminste r , whose hea rt had a l r eady been opened to the spirit of 
God , and fou nded a church of twenty z ealo u s Chri s ti ans . 

In the same year 3anghar t founded the Ion a church . Meeting s were so metimes 
held in the school house on the Axfor d farm , but more frequ ent ly at the house of William 
Bro ok s , already r efe rred to . 

At this I ona c hurch four years later a mig hty r e vival was held , which a dded 
many to this new organiza t i on . 

In 1 8 28 Fr eeborn J . Straight bec ame the pastor of the Freewill Ba ptist Chu rc he s 
in Canada West . El der Straight many years a f ter , went to New York State , re ma ined for 
s o me time and then re turned to Canada and became pastor of a church of the same faith 
and order in \loodstock , Ontari o , where he died about 1883 . 

Othe r ministers have be e n Elders Ket tle , Gri ffin , Ing r am , ~oon , Moo re and 
Lint z , the 1 a t t e r of wh o m be i n g r ather C a 1 van i s t i c , aft e r VI a r d s j o in e d th e r e g u 1 a r 
Baptists . 

At present the Fre ewill Baptists ha ve no stationed ministe r in the villa6e , 
but yearly me etings are still ke pt up , attended by Canadia n prea c he rs from a distance 
and often by American professo rs of note . These mee ti ngs a r e unifor mly r eco gnized by 
the sus pension of serv ices i n t h e other churches of the vi l l age . 

This body is noted for its freewill doctrines , free or open communion , and 
freedo m wit h which their church is t h rown ope n to ministers of all deno mi nations • • mongs t 
men of note who have r egu l ar l y prea c hed in the church we r e the late Elder Sheppard and 
Elder Be s t , of St . Thomas Disciple church . 

(Fro m t he writi ng s of Ja liles Vf , Br own , 1896) 

I n 1 -..6 1 .::>av i d and 1ufus l ur .. ley cont r u c ted to bu il d a :-ree .. i ll Baptist 
::: r.ur.;h on t-ro _t>erty i n Iona, .1est si de of ::o .. nline at tne south }.J..t.r t of the villnt_;e 
between .... n old unn ..... med street and the ho.le the.t occupiec: by 11.r . wo ses Lumley and novl 
occut-ied by L •• rs. LoucKs . 'J.hey WJ!'e assil>~ d by John Lu.ul .; , Co 1.1tes A:eil lo r una ot1er 
early settlers . ~he contr1ct ~rice was 800 , ~nd t1e co1tr ucters are re,orted to hsve 
said tl 1 t t'1is sum merely puid for the ti wt>er vThich ~olr . Ke ill or is r e:t:ort£.d to have 
hauled f ro m "tae Hollow '' u~ the inters ect i on o .. : concessio n 9 and the L •• ill ro t.d , \.ith 
oxen . 11his \1t.s the l..J.!>t jo o D~: vid and Ruft.s Lt.ml y , ( .:>rothers o · L •• oses) , uid before 
'•ovir." to i~,; h i gan in 18Cie . . ~nother n ........ c fro -.•.e ,t-eriod stat ... s t.•is d~'te as 1868 . 

Prior "to t t. e .:>uiluint; ~f 
house ct the top of Jonah Cl ark ' s nil ... 

ch~rc , mee~i ~s &r held in the log school 
leading to the .ollo'• :· 

Ly an Le •is u ~ the ove r seer of this Jenomi nat io n in 3 l gin . 
mediato r i n :iny dis pute s ·~hich r.1 i ;sh t urise . 

He u ct ed as 

The first choir i n the new church us r ememb ered by . i s s Gil;Jert , music 
teacher, of Shedden, one of the early 1. enber s, \Vas as follo\ls: r •• r . and u rs . ! oses 
Luml ey , Joseph Canfi e l d , Sarah Giloert, arch ie ~nd Duncan Bro~n a d Sa rah Jane Cor bet t . 

Cura tor 
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REGULAR BAPTIST 

As far bac k as t he first s e t tle ments date c ~n be tr a ce n some form of 
Christian wo r s h ip, although no churc h es were bui l t till .a l ate r date , yet houses , 
burns and s c hoo l houses ~ere used . Sun day school was held i n the "Cottage school 
house , u as well as in the house of Dan i el Mcin tyre . Church was hel d in these two 
pl ace s, a l so in t he "Semi nary" a n d at James VanVe l sor ' s . '11h'3 services wer e not by 
r e gul a r pastors , but were conducted by ministers who made preachi ng circuits through
out destern Ontario . a story is told thut whi l e holding se rv ice i n the hous e of 
Dan i el Mcintyre th~ floo r gave way and all were precip i t a ted into the c ellar . hn ol d 
barn whi ch sti ll s tands o n Lo t 2 , no r th side , could repeat many sermons of ea r ly days 
if it but ha d t he power . Bu t t his se c tion c an r eco rd more church history t han that 
recorded he r e . ~any persons a r e , pe r haps , not aware that this little section of 
Regular Baptists is one of the o l des t re l igiou s institutions in t h e west . It is th e 
parent of many chu r ches , including tha t of South Yarmouth , Car adoc , Chatham, as well 
as St . Thomas . 

In 1 821 a reli g i ous body of e l e ven men a nd nine wo men met at the residence 
of t he l a te John Ph i l po t t, and by resolutio n , there and then t hey became a re gularly 
ap point e d and dul y constituted church , with Elde r Crandall a s t heir first pastor . 
Th e name s of those who took so important a ste p c..re as follo ws: John Ph i l pott , 
J aniel .:vlcintyre , aar on Gre gory , Robert i: CDermot , 'l1homas Richa rds , r/m. DE: cow , Jesse 
Cr andall, Richa rd Hendersho tt , Ol iver 1/arn e r , Zach~:niuh ', /arn e r , James 1.1cinty r e , 
Nancy Lc i ntyre, Matty Dru r y, Betsy Mcintyre , Esthe r Phi l pot , Ma r y hlcDer n~nd , Katie 
Decow , Abigail Warner , Nary hlc i ntyre , a nd Jane Rich ards . Elder Crandall re mained as 
pastor for four years . 

Duri ng this ti me a young Bapt i st far mer named ~c Dermond , living just west 
of Townline , was no tic ed by the church a s poss e ssing na~ive pa rts of g reat promise , 
a nd was licensed by it to preac h a s e l der . Elder Finch , of Bay of ~ui n te , preached 
t h e ordination on June 30th , 1826 . Bl der ~errill o f fered the ordination pr~yer . 
Elder Slo a t of Londo n , the ri ; ht hand of fellows h ip , El der French closin~ t h e meeting , 
which wa s held in the barn to which reference h as been ma de her e tofore . ~t t h e close 
of the service the new l y-ordaine d elder preac h ed to the church and the people, a nd 
then baptised Huth di l ls , aun t of Ha n . David Lills , as t he first fruits of his minis 
try . He afte r wards united with the Cong r ega tional church, under Rev . Joseph Sil cox , 
o f .:&'ro me . 

In 18~6 the first meet i n g house "as bui l t on the southeast corner of Lo t 2 , 
north side . Elder ,Ic Dermond remained pastor for one ye <J. r , t1nd \l a s succeeded by 
El der hills . Elder Dunc a n now fol l owe u , and durin g his ti me an o l d schoo l pre a cher 
na med Campb ell , fro m across t h e oceC:J.n , t.!ade many proselytes amon g the regular Baptists , 
whic h l e d eventually to the est ubl ishment of a Sco tch Baptis Lchurch , un der the late 
El er Thoma s kcColl . 

A ne\\ church wa s built in 1 860 in Iona , and in 1867 , un de r Rev . Mr . Mulc a hy, 
a CO I! verted Ro manCatholic , the church had 104 members . This may be consi dered t he 
zenith of its pro sperity . Since this ti me many ha ve emi g rated , very many lie in t h e 
n e i ghboring g r uveyard , others have re a sons , or fancied reasons, for becoming care l ess 
or indiff erent ~ill at pr esent i t has a ctually f ewer members than at its inception , 
tha t Apri l morning seventy-five ye a rs ago . Durin g the whole period spo k en of , a bout 
1 , 1 00 new memb ers were a dded by ba ptism, besides a gre a t number r e ceive d by lett e r . 
The c a use of its decadence may be a sked , but n eed not be a nswered . Durn ing t h e l a st 
ten years t h e c hurch has not been without its mode l pastors . Elders Richmond , Reese , 
Finkha m, 1.ann a nd .7 ilson v1e r e men of c ood ab ility und unexception a l behu vior . 'ti one 
of the children of t he founders now re ma i n . Th ey all have pass e d to their lon g r e st . 
'l'he c hurch h , s for its pa star Rev . Mr . Po l lock . 

A number of ye a rs ago Judge Hu ghe s, E. Roc h e, Rev . st . Geo rg e Can fie ld and , 
.~.rchi b<i ld 3ro ~Vn sti r red u p u sufficient number to est a blish t he Bi b l e Soc ie t y , one of 
t h e f e w t h ing s whic h stil l r e t a i n s vit a lity . 

( FroG! t h e 11riti 11g s of' 11.ary Hamil to n , 189 6) 



REGULAR BAPT I STS 1 03 

From .,,rs . Fred House of Iona , we have the members of prooably the l ust c hoir 
in this church, (as she r emembersi before it ~vas mo ved to Ionu. Stution in 1903. 

Th e choir leader and or~anist was ~iss Jerusha Hamilton , who seems to have 
been the l eader i n most matte r s , ums ical i n those day s . So1ne of those .1e r e i l the 
choir i ncluded: .... , i ss •. tinn ie und Lis s ..... t...bel Silcox , .,,iss Sarah ,/aite , ,,,iss Loretta 
Canfield , Wis s Lar y Huff , Jalter Currie, Joseph Canfie l d . ~rs . Luke p , ( Nancy Silcox) 
Brown sang i n this choir for many years . 

In 1952, 1.hile renova tions YTere bein5· made i n t he ho.ne of 1.1rs . 3rown, an old 
miau te book of the church was found in an unfinished roo m u~stairs . Its contents 
p lai n ly showed that i n the e a rly days of this church ... ne.'loers were r e<;.uire, to li ve up 
to t1eir obli gat ions or f· •ce the officials of th-eir church to give an ac co unt of t~em-
selve s . Ca rd playing , de.ncin ~ , objectionable l anguage , etc, were not t olerated . 

Henry Silcox , one of the committee in cha r ge of building the c hu rch in Iona 
was t he fut ne r of t,rs . lrown, .mentioned above . John and Esth e r Phillpot, Cliver , 
n.big~Jil a.1d Zechariah ,/urner , the Decows and tl e l'1lclntyres are well knov.n pioneer 
names in this village , and appe a red i n the o l d Mi nute Boo k . 

1 

2 

( 'Phe r.ura tor) . 

3 

1 . El de r and Mrs . Mil l s 
1 844 - 1 846 , 1859 - 1 86 1 

2 . El der and Mrs . Paintes 
1863- 1 865 

3 . Bapti st Churc h - 19 03 
after it s remo val to Io na Stat io n . 

Pictures cou rt esy Urs . L . H. Brown. 

I 
" 
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ELDER L.C DERr.~OND 

I n 1819 , a Nova Scotian named McDermon d , settled on the farm joi ning canute s' 
on the west . {Hi s gi ven name wa s Ro be r t i . 

McDermond 's son Hilli am afterwards be c ame t he celebrated pioneer pr eacher . 

El de r McDer mond soon after his conversion joined the Fr ome Cong reg a tional Church, 
the Re v . Jos e ph Silco x being at that time its pasto r , who r e l a xed his u sua l cu stom so 
far a s t o baptis e h~m by immersion. Afte r rema ining with this c hur ch a year he united 
with the Regu l ar Ba pt i st c hur c h , Io na , and lat e r on became its pastor . Vith c ha r a cter 
isti c s cruple, a fter j oining the Baptist church he deman de d a se cond perfor mance of t he 
baptisma l rite by an elder of the sa Ke faith . 

He ha s been de scr ibed to t he writer a s a man of s tr iking phy sical appea r a nce , 
with pe cu liar and unfashiona ble gar ments , and of gene r ally unkempt condition . Add to this 
a total i gnor an ce of lit e r at u re , ina smuch a s his wife had to re a a the hymns an d sc ri pture 
l esson , a nd we have a pi c tur e of t his e a rly stan dard be a rer of Christian faith . Neve r 
t h eless he soon learned to re ad , was a n effective s peake r, a most c onvincing o r ato r, a 
beautiful an d strong sinbe r . 

I n 1 836 he be c ame pastor of the Houghton and flal s i n gham churche s , and a f t e r a 
few y e a rs went to Nova Scot i a an d thence to Il l ino is . He r e tur ned to ontario in 1870 , 
and was li c ensed as a missionary by the Home Mission Board. He a fterwards returned to 
Illinois, where he died . 

He he l d two rev i vals in Iona , and by r e a son of his l oud and s weet sing ing , 
ma ny here t ofore c a r eless r e ga r ding church . attendartce , ma de freque n t vi s its to his 
services , until over one hundr ed pro f essed convers i on . 

His early ho me was a few r ods di r ectl y sout h of the sch oolhouse, whe r e t he r e 
today stan ds a lofty sy c a mor e tr e e so me five feet i n c irc umfe re nce , which the e lder care 
l essl y stuck in the g r ound wh en a me re switch , and whi ch during its l ife will fo r m a 
s triking memo ri al of: El der .lcDermon d . 

( Fr om t he writing s of James , . Br own, 1 89 6 ) 

•' 

Elder and Mr s . ic De rmond 



ELDER Me DERMON D 

The following information shows he must have been active in farm lands 1 
a deed for April l, 1 8 24, to Robert McDe r mond, fifty acres, north-west quarter 
Lot B, 8th Concession; April 24, 1824, from Honorable Colonel Talbot to William 
McDermond, north-east quarter Lot B, 8th Concession; May 22, 1832, Robert McDe rmond 
apparently traded farms with William McDermond, three days apart; August 25, 1837, 
Robert ~cDermond deed to George Elliot; May 9, 1841, William McDermond to Mary 
Montro ss, deal made May 9, 1 841, registered September 20, 1 841. 

After being active in the Baptist Church, Iona, for many years, he went 
to Houghton and ~alsingham in Norfolk County. Licence H. M. B. 1870. 

The ~ .... emor ial Stone for Elder 1.1cDe r ruond 
at Buda , Illinois . 

He went to Illinois where he was pasto r of Annawan Church . At Buda, while 
pastor, he died in 1879, and is buried there. His lovely monument above testifies 
to the esteem given in his later years . 

Courtesy Mrs. Haggan , Port Bu rwell, Onta~io. 
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